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The last two decades have seen a significant increase in environmentally oriented research on 
African American literature and culture. Although “eco-cri2cism, as it historically unfolded, did 
so without regard for the par2cular ways that nature and the environment figured in nonwhite 
contexts” (Dunning 7), studies in the field have by now explored a variety of tradi2ons from the 
nineteenth-century to the present day, thereby laying the groundwork for con2nued readings of 
African American eco-literary tradi2ons, modes, and genres (e.g. Outka 2008; Ruffin 2010; 
Smith 2007). At the same 2me, there are growing fields of Black Geographies and Black 
Ecologies (e.g. Hawthorne 2024; Moulton/Salo 2022; Roane 2023; Rusert 2010). Environmental 
concerns have also received heightened a@en2on in African American/Africana Studies, 
renego2a2ng concepts ranging from post-humanism (Johnson 2018) to pastoralism (Dunning 
2021), and environmental jus2ce scholarship con2nues to explore new African American 
contexts. Overall, this research on African American literature and culture has tended to 
emanate from a variety of disciplines and cri2cal tradi2ons and has introduced a mul2plicity of 
perspec2ves, concepts, and narra2ves. However, while adding dis2nct perspec2ves to the study 
of African American environmental thought, such research has to some extent remained 
disconnected with respect to a more comprehensive understanding of African American 
environmental narra2ves in the Anthropocene. 
 
The proposed special issue seeks to interlink and expand such scholarship through a focus on 
African American environmental narra2ves that spotlights their poten2als as cri2cal 
interven2ons in Anthropocene discourse. African American environmental narra2ves can be 
understood in a broad sense as individual works of literature and art, but also as visible across 
single texts and media, as part of cultural discourses and prac2ces and/or as lived responses to 
the Anthropocene’s environmental disasters and injus2ces. Even as the Anthropocene has been 
rejected by the IUGS as a geological epoch it retains relevance as a philosophical concept and 
cri2cal socio-poli2cal discourse within the humani2es. As Fressoz points out, “Its main strength 
is not scien2fic: It is primarily aesthe2c.” (288) The Anthropocene, as a discourse in the 
humani2es, has oeen come in the form of a search for new ways of represen2ng environmental 
rela2onships through narra2ve (e.g. Heise 2019; James 2022). At the same 2me, it has also 
been rejected as an evasive concept by Indigenous and Black theorists for describing too narrow 
an idea of the origins, impacts, and consequences of environmental challenges. We are 
interested in cura2ng a special issue that explores how African American environmental 
narra2ves relate to and challenge the Anthropocene.  
 
The Anthropocene conversa2on revolves around an ontological human vulnerability through 
the no2on of a self-destruc2ve species agency, the idea that “humanity acts on the planet as a 



geophysical force” (Chakrabarty “Anthropocene 1”, 39). At the same 2me, it is precisely this 
ontological human vulnerability addressed within the Anthropocene discourse that threatens to 
obscure our view of unequally distributed vulnerabili2es emerging through human history and 
extending into inequali2es in the present. Ques2ons of indigeneity and racializa2on are thus 
increasingly recognized as relevant factors by various scholars (Davies et al. 2019; Pulido 2018; 
Todd 2015; Whyte 2017; Yusoff 2016, 2018), which signals the significance in an Anthropocene 
context of exploring African American environmental narra2ves that focus on racialized forms of 
vulnerability, and resistance and resilience strategies.  
 
Moreover, research about African American literature and culture can address the problem of 
the Anthropocene concept as fla@ening and ignoring mul2ple human condi2ons, or as Roane 
suggests, the Anthropocene “silos, and it fla@ens, and it elides” (Roane 131). At the heart of 
major studies on African American literature and culture are ques2ons about rela2ons of race, 
Blackness, forms of vulnerability, resistance, and resilience (e.g. Wynter 1987; Sharpe 2016; 
Hartman 2006). These poten2ally enhance a cri2que of the infla2on of anthropos with all of 
humanity and ignorance of the origins of environmental change within pre-capitalist systems of 
exploita2on and expropria2on of land and bodies. African American environmental narra2ves 
have for a long 2me addressed these ques2ons of vulnerability, resistance, and resilience, that 
are core to the Anthropocene understood as philosophical concept and cri2cal socio-poli2cal 
discourse. Even today, Williams reminds us, “Black diasporic communi2es con2nue to be on the 
frontlines in regard to climate and environmental dispari2es” (1).  
 
African American environmental narra2ves emphasize the idea that alterna2ve stories and 
epistemologies must be part of the Anthropocene discourse. These alterna2ves can include 
what Roane describes as “[t]he seeds of a different world […] already alive in the everyday 
prac2ces of ordinary Black and Indigenous people” (Roane 136). Ul2mately, such perspec2ves 
on African American narra2ve may create a different Anthropocene discourse. Poten2ally, this 
can help us address problems of vulnerability, resistance, and resilience that the current 
discourse elides and encourage us to envision different aesthe2c, socio-poli2cal and 
environmental choices.  
 
Ques2ons emana2ng at this point are: 

1. How are concepts of vulnerability, resistance, and resilience explored in African 
American environmental narra2ves and within different cri2cal tradi2ons and 
methodologies?  

2. How do these concepts speak to the temporal and spa2al scales, mul2plici2es, and 
dispari2es of the Anthropocene? How do they challenge Anthropocene discourse? 

3. How can interlinking concepts of vulnerability, resistance, and resilience from different 
disciplines and cri2cal tradi2ons provide new direc2ons for understanding the 
Anthropocene as a philosophical concept and socio-poli2cal discourse in the 
humani2es? 

4. What is the poten2al of transdisciplinary environmental thought – emerging from the 
explora2on African American environmental narra2ves – to realize different forms of 
agency for the Anthropocene? 



 
 
With an interest in environmental work on African American literature and culture that 
interlinks different strands of research and cri2cal tradi2ons, we welcome ar2cles that focus on 
the above cri2cal ques2ons and on topics including (but not limited to): 

• African American ideas of the planetary 
• African American concepts and cri2ques of the human (post-humanism, 

transhumanism, fugi2ve humanism) 
• An2-racism, an2-Blackness and/as an2-speciesism 
• African American resistance and resilience within Anthropocene discourse 
• Indigenous and African American environmental jus2ce in the Anthropocene 
• Methods of transdiciplinarity among various scholarly fields and forms of knowledge  
• Prac2ces and narra2ves of agency for the human and more-than-human 
• Black and Indigenous scholarship as cri2ques/revisions of the Anthropocene concept 
• Black Feminist Ecologies/Ecological Thought as cri2ques of the Anthropocene 
• Discourses of slavery and the Anthropocene 
• Theories of race and the Anthropocene 
• Indigenous and African American environmental thought 
• African American rhetorical forms and signifying in Anthropocene narra2ves 
• Histories of nature and climate in rela2on to concepts of race 
• Tradi2ons and limita2ons of African American ecocri2cism 
• Cri2ques of and alterna2ves to the Anthropocene concept (e.g. Planta2onocene, 

Capitalocene, Chthulucene) 
 
Submission Timeframe: 
If you would like to contribute a paper to this special issue, please send a 300-word abstract 
and short bio by 24 March 2025. Authors will be informed of acceptance of their abstract by 
mid-April 2025. Completed articles of 5000-6000 words including notes and bibliography for 
original, unpublished work that is not under consideration by another journal will be due by 1 
October 2025. 
 
Contact: Claudia J. Ford cjford2@buffalo.edu and Ma@hias Kles2l ma@hias.kles2l@uibk.ac.at 
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