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Once associated mainly with the fields of literature and narratology, the term “narrative” has
witnessed increased usage in the last decade, expanding its domains of applicability and
becoming a way of organizing our understanding of the world. “Narratives” are increasingly
evidenced in discourses of geopolitical transformation, social injustice, and misinformation,
shaping the ways in which pressing issues are communicated in public debate (Dawson and
Mikeld) and actualized in creative media forms. Our present moment can be described then
as the age of narratives, with the proliferation of technological stimuli shaping broader
narratives in local and global contexts. This volume is organized along three main axes:

Scope: The acceleration of information flows via algorithmic structures and social media
shapes public discourse in unprecedented ways, making our engagement with emergent
narratives timely and pertinent. The rise of competing, and often conflicting narratives—from
political propaganda and misinformation to climate change denial and Al-generated texts—
results in information silos that affect the way we perceive, and understand, reality. At stake,
then, is not just the scholarly study of narrative, but the recognition of its urgent sociopolitical
and cultural relevance.

Form: Though narratives exist in a wide spectrum of ordinary activities and understandings
of the world (Abbott), the term still holds ties to literary criticism, giving rise to fresh
interpretive pathways of storytelling across media forms. Recent scholarship has focused on
multimodal and intermedial innovation (Ghosal and Gibbons; Rippl), mediation (Gloviczki),
transmedial storytelling practices (Thon) as well as experimental book-based forms (Sjoberg
et al.), among others, layering established theorizations (Ryan; Rimmon-Kenan) with
pertinent new questions. Meanwhile, the rise of multimodal AI storytelling urges us to
reconsider the boundaries between human creativity and technological mediation, raising
questions of authenticity, identity, authorship (Gibbons and King) and sustainability. In
response to the rapidly changing world and its technological affordances, which narrative
forms are at the forefront of innovation? What styles do creators “upcycle” (van den Akker and
Vermeulen) and re-invent in pursuit of more incisive and inclusive narratives?

The Politics of Representation: Narratives today determine how communities imagine and
negotiate their futures, functioning as crucial instruments of cultural survival and historical
justice. Existing narratives are revisited by members of marginalized communities, expanding
traditions centered on Anglophone narrative forms and discourses of power, and proposing
new angles for interpreting the world. At the same time, political campaigning and public
debate are dominated by narratives of unity and division, revealing the potent power of
narratives and their concrete impact on social realities. In many ways, therefore, narratives
become objects of tension and tools for manipulation, but can also turn into sites of artistic
renewal and inclusivity, enabling social resistance and political hope.

The Age of Narratives: Scope, Form, and the Politics of Representation invites chapter
proposals by early-career (non-tenured) researchers of American Studies that directly address
the volume’s themes, including, but not limited to:



Narrative as politics/the politics of narrative

Narratives of crisis: war, climate change, trauma

Narratives of power and control: censorship, authorship, authority

Narratives of migration and diaspora

Innovative narrative forms: experiments with multimodal/intermedial content
Creative narrative forms across media (literature, film, television, video games) and
platforms (VR/AR, artistic installations)

Narratives shaped by artificial intelligence and machine learning

Narrative mediation: authenticity, authorship, and media storytelling

Narratives re-imagining histories; countering grand narratives and uncovering stories
untold

Narrative as identity and experience (individual/collective)

Narrative and the ethics of representation

Narratives redeeming historical erasure and misrepresentation, particularly from
underrepresented communities (women, people of color, members of the LGBTQ+
community, but also Latin America, the Global South)

The volume is based on the workings of the 5" HELLAAS Young Scholar Symposium and is
planned as part of the open-access series Conversing with American Culture, by HELAAS
Digital Publications. The latest volume of the series, also edited by Thomas Mantzaris, is
available here.

Submission guidelines:

Deadline for abstract submission: May 31, 2026

Abstracts of 150-200 words should be accompanied by a tentative title, 4-5 keywords, and a
brief bio (100-150 words), and sent to thomas.mantzaris@vub.be.

Notifications: June 2026
Full chapters expected: November 30, 2026
For further information, please contact the editor (thomas.mantzaris@vub.be).
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