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Thanks to the generous support of the European Association of American Studies Transatlantic 

Grant, I was able to complete a research trip during the summer to Brown University, with the 

time being principally spent in the Gildor Family Special Collections Reading Room (May 20th 

- June 10th, 2025). This research trip was designed top make use of the John Hay Library’s 

archives, specifically the extensively documented and well-preserved private writings of H.P. 

Lovecraft. Among this collection, his correspondence with many other contemporary authors 

and contributors to Weird Tales Magazine was a point of particular focus, in order to better 

support the theoretical basis of my PhD. As my thesis revolves primarily around how various 

social, economic, and political events of the early twentieth century influenced the gradual 

development of a new literary mode, the “New American Gothic”, exploring the epistolatory 

contact between these authors and their active discussion of these events and how they would 

incorporate such ideas into their work, was absolutely invaluable.  

During my time at Brown University, I was directly supported by Ms Ronni Edmonds, Visiting 

Scholar Housing Coordinator, Ms Heather Cole, Head of Special Collections Instruction and 

Librarian for Literary & Popular Culture Collections, and Ms Jasmine Skyes-Kunk, Head of 

Research Services Special Collections Department. Ms Edmonds was responsible for my 

accommodations at Brown, which were in extremely close proximity to the John Hay Library 

and allowed me to maximise my time spent in the library each day. Ms Cole aided me in 

navigating the universities archive catalogues and was crucial in highlighting which materials 

out of the twenty thousand recorded items in the Lovecraft collection would contain the 

information most pertinent to my research. And finally, Ms Skyes-Kunk was present to provide 

technical support directly in the reading room and allowed me to bypass many of the 

restrictions on the storage and holding of physical manuscripts due to my limited time in the 

archives.  

Over the course of the three weeks I spent at Brown University, I was able to extensively study 

and record large passages from over forty-eight, one hundred page manuscripts of H.P. 



Lovecraft’s private correspondences with multiple other weird fiction writers, such as August 

Dereleth, Robert E. Howard, Zealia Reed B. Bishop, and Clarke Ashton Smith. Also, was given 

access to a handful of additional boxes containing newspaper clippings of notable events and 

opinion pieces which Lovecraft had saved or sent to other authors. The letters revealed a 

startling intentionality in the authors attempts to break with established convention and forge a 

new literary tradition, while still honouring and continuing the legacy of the American gothic 

authors who came before them, such as Edgar Allen Poe and Nathaniel Hawthorne.   

Altogether, my time spent at Brown was deeply enlightening and academically invigorating, 

none of which would have been possible without the generous and highly appreciated support 

of the EAAS.  


