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From August 8 to 30, 2025, I had the opportunity to spend three weeks conducting
research at the New York Public Library (NYPL), in the USA, which was made possible
by the generous support of the European Association for American Studies through the
EAAS Transatlantic Travel Grant for postdoctoral research. This trip enabled me to
continue my current exploration of the transmediation of poetry to other arts, such as
ballet. More precisely, thanks to this grant I was able to watch and carefully examine the
transmediation of T. S. Eliot’s major work Four Quartets, which was adapted to ballet by
Pam Tanowitz in 2018. This trip and this viewing were crucial since there is barely any
audiovisual material available about this ballet. Thus, having first-hand access to the only
existing recording of the ballet was vital, and this could only be viewed on site.

This ballet is a great example of the transmediation of poetic language to several
art forms simultaneously, as there is a transmediation to dance, but also music and visual
arts (costume design, images on stage, and scenic design). In order to fully analyze how
Eliot’s source poems were transformed and how this ballet engages with them, it was
essential to watch this recording of a 2022 performance of the ballet. Tanowitz’s
contemporary ballet adaptation allows us to see how Eliot’s works continue to speak to
modern audiences.

Before traveling to New York, I had already contacted the Library for the
Performing Arts, Dorothy and Lewis B. Cullman Center, so as to secure access to the sole
recording of Tanowitz’s ballet. The staff at the Jerome Robbins Dance Division very
kindly started the process prior to my arrival to ensure that I would have the video
recording downloaded and ready to watch on a computer in the library for as long as I
needed it. They provided me with the space and resources I needed to carry out my
research, from noise cancelling headphones to a state-of-the-art desktop computer always
available and reserved for me. Being able to finally watch and examine Tanowitz’s s has

been a high point and an extremely important asset for my current research. I spent several



days during those weeks watching, examining and taking extensive notes on Tanowitz’s
ballet, since I was thankfully not given any limits on how long I could have access to the
recording.

Furthermore, on this research trip, I could also get access to archival resources in
order to keep on delving into transmediation processes and the sisterhood of arts. In that
sense, I was able to consult different archives and examine several manuscripts which
shed light on the creative process (through the working on several versions, corrections,
etc.), as well as authors’ views on poetry and other arts. Having first-hand access to these
manuscripts was a most memorable and enlightening part of this research trip, which was
made possible by the diligence of the team at the Special Collections of the NYPL. The
abundance of material available at the NYPL was a great advantage for my research.

In conclusion, this travel grant has allowed me to continue with my postdoctoral
research soon after finishing and defending my PhD thesis, providing me with the
opportunity to strengthen my research profile at a time when most doctoral students feel
a certain void after years of predoctoral research. Thus, this research trip to the different
sites and branches of the NYPL has helped me focus on, advance, and enrich my work.
Now I am looking forward to incorporating all these findings into my ongoing research
and hoping to contribute to the ongoing scholarly discussion on transmediation studies.
In fact, right now I am planning to share the material and results I gathered at an
international conference where my proposal has already been accepted and, later, in a
scientific publication.

For that reason, I would like to thank the European Association for American
Studies for their financial support, which made this research trip possible. I can already
state that the EAAS Transatlantic Travel Grant for postdoctoral research will contribute
significantly to the development of my current postdoctoral research on the
transmediation of poetry.

I am also immensely grateful to the Jerome Robbins Dance Division at the NYPL
for Performing Arts, in particular Daisy Pommer, for providing me with easy access to
their valuable resources and for helping me manage the process beforehand in a very
quick way to ensure that I would be able to examine the necessary materials whilst there.
Their willingness to help has guaranteed the success of this research trip. I also must
mention the Special Collections team and the Henry W. and Albert A. Berg Collection of
English and American Literature, most particularly Jessica, whose efficiency and

kindness have made my research much smoother.



