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Thanks to the generous support of the European Association for American Studies and its 2025
Transatlantic Travel Grant, I had the opportunity to embark on a 6-week research trip to the United
States in order to collect press archives at the Library of Congress in Washington, DC and at the
Newberry Library in Chicago, and to conduct numerous qualitative in-depth interviews with key
actors who worked for or with the Obama White House —providing valuable data to my doctoral
research.

I have been enrolled in the PhD programme in Anglophone Studies at the Universit¢é Montpellier
Paul-Valéry, France, since 2022 and am affiliated with the Etudes Montpelliéraines du Monde
Anglophone (EMMA) research center. My doctoral research focuses on the communication
strategies of Michelle Obama during the 2008 electoral campaign and her time as First Lady
(2009-2017). It is supervised by Monica Michlin (U. Montpellier Paul Valéry / EMMA) and
Sébastien Mort (U. Lorraine, Metz / CREM). The data collected during this stay will help me
further the idea that the institution of First Lady —through its unique relation with the press—
functions as a strategic tool of communication for the administration. My research focuses on the
active roles of political figures and their staff in seeking and managing media attention, setting the
agenda, maintaining public interest, and minimizing negative coverage.

I extend my gratitude to Georgetown University’s Women’s and Gender Studies program where |
was affiliated for the duration of my stay, and to its Director, Professor Nadia Brown, whom I had
the honour to meet to discuss my research and whom I thank for her guidance. Georgetown
University offered a wonderful academic base and its library provided essential primary and
secondary sources for my research.

The first focus of this research was to collect press archives in order to assess the reception of First
Lady Michelle Obama’s communication. Most of this work was conducted at the Library of
Congress where I collected print editions of magazines that are either not digitized, or available
online only as text, without accompanying photographs. Most of the print magazines I requested
were delivered in the Main Reading Room of the Jefferson Building. The larger set of documents
were delivered in the Science & Business Room of the Adams Building. I gained access to
numerous print editions of People, Newsweek, Ebony, and Vogue for instance. I also collected an
extensive set of digitized press articles spanning the years 2007 to 2017. It allowed for a
comprehensive preparation before interviewing journalists who in turn redirected me to other
sources | found at the Library of Congress.



While in Chicago for an interview, I had the opportunity to research the press archives of the
Newberry Library and to make connections with librarians that will benefit my future academic
projects. Both the archival records and the interviews with journalists and photographers allowed
me to conduct an in-depth analysis of the content of the then-First Lady’s communication and its
co-construction by journalists.

This grant also helped cover some of the costs for a trip to New York City and another to Chicago
where | had the opportunity to meet with professionals who worked with or for First Lady Michelle
Obama. These first interviews provided data and jumpstarted fruitful recommendations to further
interviews both in Washington, DC and online. I had the opportunity to speak at length with former
Chief of Staff and Press Secretaries to First Lady Michelle Obama, and with communications,
digital media and public policy advisors who served in the Obama administration, as well as the
former Chief of Staff to First Lady Laura Bush. I also interviewed White House press
correspondents, television show producers, magazine editors, and photographers who covered the
2008,2012 and 2016 presidential campaigns and the Obama administration.

These semi-structured interviews offered unique and detailed insights into the institutional and
interpersonal dynamics specific to the White House and the East Wing, the successful Bush-Obama
Presidential transition, the negotiation of Michelle Obama's public image as the first African
American First Lady, and the relationship between the First Lady and the press. Indeed, those
interviews are sporadically referenced in the press but remain virtually absent from academic
literature —particularly in understanding the construction of the First Lady’s communication
strategies.

I would like to express my deep appreciation to all those who supported this project and to the
individuals I had the privilege of meeting during my stay. I am especially thankful to my
supervisors, Professor Monica Michlin (University Montpellier Paul-Valéry), and Associate
Professor Sébastien Mort (University of Lorraine, Metz), for their support and guidance throughout
the preparation of this research stay. I would also like to express my sincere thanks to Isabelle
Ronzetti, the administrative manager at EMMA, whose responsiveness and assistance were
essential in submitting the grant applications that made this trip possible. I would like to gratefully
acknowledge the additional funding received from EMMA, the Doctoral School ED58, College
Doctoral LR, SAES and AFEA for their confidence in my research.

Finally, this prolific stay could not have been possible without the EAAS’s tremendous support
through the EAAS Transatlantic Grant 2025, for which I am deeply thankful.

In addition to the concrete data to substantiate the analyses presented in my dissertation, this
outstanding collection of first-hand accounts and primary sources will inform my doctoral and
future academic projects.



