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During July and August 2025, I completed a three-week research stay in Washington, D.C. and 

College Park, Maryland. This visit was supported by the Postgraduate Travel Grant (The Transatlantic 

Grant) awarded by the European Association for American Studies. The purpose of the stay was to conduct 

primary source research for my doctoral dissertation, which focuses on American foreign policy during the 

First World War and its aftermath, particularly the role of the United States in the creation of Yugoslavia. 

The central objective of the research stay was to examine archival material related to U.S. policy 

toward the Balkans in the final years of the war, especially in the context of the emergence of the United 

States as a global empire, President Woodrow Wilson’s doctrine of national self-determination, and the 

broader reconstruction of the international political and economic order at the Paris Peace Conference. My 

aim was to gain a deeper understanding of how American policymakers conceptualized the South Slavic 

question and to explore the role that expert advice, diplomacy, and wartime intelligence played in shaping 

U.S. positions on the formation of a Yugoslav state. 

Most of my research was conducted at the U.S. National Archives in College Park (Archives II), 

where I examined a wide range of sources. These included official paper records such as diplomatic and 

internal correspondence, memoranda, reports, and communications between various State agencies, as well 

as private diaries; cartographic materials illustrating reconstruction plans and boundary issues in South-

Eastern Europe; and microfilm collections of the State Department featuring wartime intelligence and 

communications involving American representatives and European missions during the 1917–1921 period. 

Thanks to careful and thorough planning, my research stay proved highly productive and insightful. 

I was able to identify, access, and scan numerous key documents that will form the foundation of my 

doctoral dissertation. These materials not only enriched the empirical basis of my research but also offered 

critical perspectives on how American officials understood and engaged with the Yugoslav idea, exposing 

the contradictions between ideological rhetoric and geopolitical practice during a critical historical juncture. 

The diversity of sources, ranging from official correspondence to private diaries and cartographic materials, 

enabled me to approach the topic from multiple angles, thereby deepening my understanding of U.S. 

diplomatic strategies and the complex interplay between global ambitions and regional realities.. 

In addition to archival work, I greatly benefited from conversations with other researchers and 

archival staff. Their guidance was invaluable in helping me navigate complex collections and uncover both 



published and unpublished materials essential to my ongoing research. These interactions also opened new 

avenues for future inquiries, which I intend to pursue as I continue working on my dissertation. 

During my stay, I also took the opportunity to visit several important public institutions in the area, 

including the National Archives Museum, Library of Congress, National Museum of American History, 

National Gallery of Art, National Museum of African American History and Culture, National Museum of 

the American Indian, and the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, among others. In addition, I 

visited several important local landmarks and memorials. In combination, these visits provided valuable 

cultural and historical background that complemented my understanding and research on early twentieth-

century American foreign policy.  

This research stay, supported by the EAAS Postgraduate Travel Grant, made a significant 

contribution to the progress of my dissertation. The archival materials I collected will provide the 

foundation for several chapters of my PhD and its empirical base. More broadly, the experience has been 

important in advancing my project and professional development, while also fostering a critical 

understanding of the history of American foreign policy, its limits, contradictions, and influence on the 

international order. 

 

 

 

The National Archives, Washington, D.C. 



 

The National Archives, College Park, Maryland 

 

 

Library of Congress, Thomas Jefferson Building 

Washington, D.C. 

 

 

Vukašin Marić 

Faculty of Philosophy 

University of Novi Sad 

 

  

 

 


