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Between 8 July and 8 August 2025, I spent a month as a Visiting Researcher at the John F. Kennedy
Institute for North American Studies of the Freie Universitit Berlin, thanks to an EAAS
Postgraduate Travel Grant and a stipend from the JFK Institute itself. My visit was dedicated to
advancing my current research project, tentatively titled “Water and the Frontier in American
Speculative Fiction,” which investigates the intersections of environmental imagination and frontier

mythology in contemporary U.S. literature.

My time at the JFK Institute was most intellectually engaging. I enjoyed brilliant conversations,
especially with Prof. Stefanie Muller, who sponsored my stay, and her colleague Lea Espinoza
Garrido in the Literature Department, and with Vanessa Sanchis, another visiting scholar from
Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona. At the same time, I enjoyed ample time for highly focused
research. I was able to access the Institute’s library holdings and make significant progress in
consolidating the conceptual foundations of my project. While my initial approach was firmly
rooted in cultural studies, the extended time for reading and reflection led me to consider

incorporating a narratological dimension, particularly leveraging postclassical narratology.

During my stay, [ completed a research paper focused on Michelle Min Sterling’s Camp Zero, one
of several novels under consideration in the project. This paper will be presented at the AISNA
Biennial Conference in Bergamo in September 2025, where it will serve as the basis for further

feedback and refinement before eventual publication.

In addition, I was able to begin structuring a preliminary draft of the book manuscript I intend to
develop from this research. The book will open with an introduction on water and the frontier,
followed by three thematic clusters: 1. works centered on arctic and subarctic frontiers; 2. narratives
of flooded and aquatic frontier worlds, and 3. speculative reimaginings of classic frontier

environments impacted by extreme drought.



The first two weeks of my stay coincided with the final two weeks of term for the Institute.
Alongside my research in the library, I was therefore able to attend several academic events that
made my time in Berlin all the more enjoyable. On 9 July, I attended a research colloquium led by
Julia Faisst (TU Dortmund University), who presented on “Disappearing Children: Border
Narratives of Underage Migration.” On 16 July, I took part in two different activities: a colloquium
by Katharina Gerund (University of Ziirich) on “The Waiting Wives of the Forever Wars: Military
Spouses in Post-9/11 US Culture” and the end-of-year panel of JFKI PhD candidate Martina
Basciani, which centered on Indigenous Literature. These events, despite not being directly related
to my research project, offered valuable insights into topics that I would otherwise not have
explored and fostered lovely conversations with the speakers and other colleagues beyond the

events itself.

I am extremely grateful to EAAS and the JFK Institute: my time in Berlin has been precious both in
terms of my research and of personal relationships. The Department has been most welcoming, and

I am sure the conversations we began in Berlin will continue over time.
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